CHAPTER X
RESUME OF HIS EARLY LIFE
SWAMI RAMA fled away from his house, thereby
offending his father, to join one of the colleges at
Lahore for higher University education as we have
in India. For one full year, he did not return to
Ms village Muraliwala. And in this heroic escape
and endeavour, he was helped by his maternal uncle
Raghunath Mai and his quaint philosopher-friend
Dhanna Mai of Gujranwala. In the second year of
his college life, he wrote to his uncle : " My greatest
need is a solitary place to study and my greatest
want is time. O God ! let there never be any dearth
of the three things for me (i) solitude, (ii) time, and
(iii) will to acquire knowledge. O uncle ! This is my
inmost desire, the rest is known to God."
He passed the Intermediate examination, standing
first in the Province, in 1890.
A little later, his father, impatient of his settling in
life, and wild with his resolution to go up for still
higher education came and left his wife at Lahore
with him, and declined all help in supporting this
ardent student. Swami Rama had been married at
the village Viroki, when he was quite a small boy.
He passed his degree examination in 1893; on Ms
second chance, his first chance having been lost by
a slip of the University Regulations.